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Something similar is also true of scientific and philo sophic theories ; it is not as though they cease to exist as such, but they lose their strength, their capacity for being always ready to face an attack which is always possible and perhaps not altogether unjustified ; they become lax and careless in their logical' deductions ; they forget to justify every assertion in the light of the theory of knowledge. But what is worse still, they become careless with regard to their fundamental principles : they regard these as so certain that it is no longer worth while to examine them, no longer worth while even to mention them : still less do they endeavour to establish them yet more strongly by the new facts that might be adduced from actual experiments.
In such circumstances a doctrine declines and eventually dies. It may, of course, have nevertheless been the right explanation, but what was right in it was buried under a mass of confused and false details. The opposing doctrine which takes.its place cannot be said to have refuted its predecessor as a whole ; for it has refuted only certain particulars which were wrong and not well founded on it. It proceeds, however, with an acute and rigorous logic ; it fights earnestly for its own existence ; it attracts to itself all the unoriginal thought of the time, and overlooks the fact that it has never really touched the kernel of truth which lay in the older theory, which has passed away through its own carelessness.
But, finally, the old theory rises again in a new and improved form, thankful for honest and well founded